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austere harshness of his father's expression, made him
seem no less worthy than he really was to be ruler over
this populous but somewhat turbulent district, where a
tight hand and a sharp sword are often needed. In our
band rode also his kinsman, the chief of the greatest of
all the Koordish tribes, and decorated with the title of
Pasha; he could command the obedience of at least
twenty thousand families, all bearing his own name of
Silo wan; his residence was at Alajah Dagh, or 'the
Variegated Mountain/ not far from Ararat; and there
he lived in a style much resembling that of a Fergus
Maclvor and his likes in our own Highland North. His
dark complexion, long black hair, splendid figure and
powerful build, were well set off by his dress, all scarlet
and gold ; he was covered with arms and embroidery; a
thorough Koorde; a dangerous enemy, as he has often
proved himself, and a doubtful friend. But he is now
allied by marriage with the great Georgio-Turkoman
family; and while, mindful of his rank, he rode slow and
stately by my side, three handsome youths, his sons,
gaily dizened in scarlet, gold and steel, like their father,
careered the plain, unmistakable Turkomans, in all
that their mother could make them so.

Such was a sample of the chiefs: their followers, as is
usually the case among the lower orders, were still more
characteristic in their dress and appearance. Some, the
greater number indeed, were genuine Turkomans, short,
thick-set, heavy-featured men, with small eyes, brown
or black and dusky complexions ; their dress made of
dark cloth, trousers and jackets; and on their heads the
national black-wool coverings, slightly conical in shape,
which have earned the wearers the nickname of Kara-
Papacks, or e Black Caps/ by which they are commonly
known on these frontiers. Armed with spear and
pistol, rarely with sword or carbine, and mounted on